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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 14. (Currently amended) A method for screening 
healthy blood donors or potential blood donors for carriers of 
diseases or conditions related to at least one of HTLV-I and HTLV- 
II infections comprising: 

testing a sample frcrn a donor or a potential 
donor for the presence of a DNA SE Q ID NO : 1 or SEQ I D NO : 2 
re LS gLejg.jbjjyeIjy,__, wh 1 c h encodes the HTLV-I tax protein or the HTLV-I I 
tax protein ; 

wherein a positive test for the presence of a 
DNA which encodes the HTLV-I tax protein or the HTLV-II tax protein 
indicates the presence of: 

a. at least one of HTLV-I tax protein or 
HTLV- I I tax protein; 

b. DNA which encodes at least o>ne of HTLV-I 
tax protein or HTLV- I I tax protein; and 

c. antibodies specific to at least one of 
HTLV-I tax protein or HTLV-II tax protein; and 

if t: he test for at least one of : a ) , ( b ) , or 
(c) is positive, concluding that the donor or potential donor is a 
carrier of a disease or condition related to at least one of HTLV-I 
or HTLV-II infection; 

wherein the donor or potential donor had not been tested 
for antibodies to at least one of HTLV-I or HTLV-II. 
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IN THE DRAWINGS ; / 

Replacement Figures 3A, 3B and 8 are attached. 



